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START ALTERNATE MONOLOGUE

DANNY. I'm actually representing a real person, from
Heidi’s life. This man, Mel Yonkin, who was a
legionnaire. Heidi told me Mel was a kind, supportive
man who traveled around the country with her and her
parents from contest to contest. Heidi told me that he
would always encourage her and always told her how
proud he was of her.

When Heidi told me that she wanted me to be a part
of this show it was because she thought of me as a man
with good male energy who made her feel safe and
supported. When she told me that, it made me want
to cry.

When I was nine or ten, I was in the Little League
baseball championship game and I was in right field.
I dropped a pop fly that lost us the game. I remember
the other team and their parents wildly celebrating. My
team, I can really picture them like all throwing their
gloves down in unison. One of my teammate’s parents
was really close to me on the right field line and I heard
him just say, “Godammit.” I just started to cry.

My dad saw me standing out in right field crying while
everybody else was leaving the field. When he saw me,
he didn’t yell at me to come in or to stop crying. He
didn’t say anything. In front of everybody he walked
all the way out into right field and when he got there
he didn’t say anything, he just hugged me. He kept
hugging me until I was done crying. When I was done,
I looked up at him and he was just waiting with this
really loving look on his face and he said, “Okay?”

I've always been really grateful to him for how he
handled that moment and how he and my mom always
let me and my brothers feel like it was okay about
being vulnerable and sensitive and to feel our feelings.
We have often felt that maybe they were a little too
successful at that.
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